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Mest Roger, & stranger in Her-
lin. There he in changing money st
the abrport. There he & enapping a
picture &t the Brandenburg Gata.
There he s blending in with the
crowil. But Roger En't just snother
tourist: He's a Magitive with a
10,0000 bounty on his bead He's
belng pursusd by s professional
manbunter, and his moves sre be-
ing monitored on the Internet,

Hun, Roger, run_

This isn the scenario of some
Cald War spy thriller; it's & gume
being played right now on the
streets of Berlin. Called Heali-
tyHRun (snd chronicled on www.rea
lityruncom), the gume offers the
latest twist in reslity entertain-
menl. Roger, sald to be & Dateh
oym teacher who describes hirmnsell
as “very [ast and Nexible,” missl
survive undetected in Berlin for 24
dnys, arcune Lasks snd
eluding his would-be captors. He is
wearing a microphone, snd Berlin
residents axn call & 900 number to

e

Reality craze pursues Roger on the run

hewr his volee and guess: his where-
abouts, They can also wabch kim on
the Internet when he retrests Lo his
“mest,” a lalr equipped with Web
cams where he is allowed to relsx
for two howrs & day. Argone provid-
ing information that leads to his
eapture pockets the §$10,000; sma-
tear shmiths can also collect if they

condfront. Roger in pub-
Be. If mobody finds ki, Roger peta
the cash Today s Dy &

This stust |s kot news in Berlin,
where radio jocks and television
erewn are tracking Roger with the
purple passlon of spartawriters
chronicling a closs pennant race.
“Heriin Hunts Roger™ scream the
headiines. <§10,000 Bouniy!™ The
Web site is reportedly receiving
AO0L000 hits & day.

Of course, some folks wre also
ssking the requisite questiona
abousi the rise of voyearism and the
1l af shvilizstion. One story quoted
& (rermnn spokoesman for Amnesty
International who dismissed the
i s “undignifled for human be-
ings.” And in the RealityBun chat
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“PERFORMANCES.”

The founders of the
game insist that
Roger is for real.

They see the game
as a kind of
tmodern Iron
an contest
modeled after

‘Running Man.’

& reality check of their own. “There
is ro Roger, It's just & marketing
stunt,” wrole one user. “leh bin
nibcht ein Herfiner dumicopl.™

The fourders of the gume insist
that Roger i for real They see the
gams a8 & kind of postmadern [ron
Man contest modeled after Ste-
phen King's novel, “Running Man."
Alexander Sloorw, the gume’s irven-
Lor, is & tristhlon athlete who sooffs
at reality-based programs like
“Surviver” and “Big Brother.”
*They wre boring.” says Skorn, &
20year-obd lawyer, “It's people do-
ing time. Blsh, biak, bish. Prople
become [xmous for doing sothing.
bust the reality Fusner has to be ore-
ative and smart.”

But let's be real. For all ihe
postmodern mumbe jumbo, the
gaume is ahout two things: money
and sex. The maney part s obedous.
The organksers alm to create & Res-
HiyRun franchise, repesting the
game in & new eity every two
months and staging & Mnal contest
in New York next spring. Visitors
to the [nternet site can vote on the
next cty. (Boston isnt Heted. bui
write-ins are accepted. ) They plan
to tmke & cut of any earnings Roper
and future Reality Hunners make
a8 & result of their instant celebraty.
“We're polng to market the star po-
tenitial of the partieipants, wnd we'll
get & pisee of everything they do,”
gays Alan Walan, a Mew York en-
trepreneur whe s funding the
gume. “Why shouldn’t we? We
mnake Lhern fumous. "

As for the sex appeal, consider:
In bis disgisise, Roger cuts & dash-
ing figure in & blsck cape, fedore,
and boota. (Costume by Torro?) In
the profile relessed by the produc-

ern, he allegedly describes hisnell
&8 “an active hetercsexual™ who
was once arrested for nudity in
Greece. Yesterday, he was re-
quired to sneak inio a women's

alinkey black sandals.

“Purt of having fun is making &
Iot af money, bt there b5 also & sex-
izal aspect to It" says Wolan, CEOQ
of Goliard, &
company. “He's belng bunted.
There in & sensual connesction . . .~ A
patise, T wanted to use the word
erotie, but | theught that would
mewre you off.”

Au coniraire. We asked for sn
intervew, Skora called Roger on &
cellphone and scted a8 wn interme-
diary. *l keep on moving,” Roger
sayi “| am not sliting anywhere
longer than 156 minutes sl & tme.
People arv looking ai me dif-
ferently.” 1= he stressed! “1 am un-
der enormous pressare, but if 1
show that, people will resct to that.
I am being open. | am smiling.™ He
sayn e had to beat & hasty retrest
froem a restaisrsnt after flirting with

& waltreas whi pot suspicious.
The heat is on. Run, Roger, run

The hottest movie on the Inter-
met mow 8 & three-minute short
ealled 405 The Movie.™ Think LA
freeway. Think disaster. Think
comedy. And there you have it, a
elever short by aspiring flm-
makers Jeremy Hont and Bruce
Branit The whimsieal flim stars &
DHC-10, » hapless driver, and & clue-
s ald laady.

The filmmakers posted Lhe
short plece on the [nlernet in June,
and it spread like orasy. (Tou eun
mee i ol waw Mihe movie com or
www. flimcom ) Shortly after the
fitm's Felease, they were signed by
Crestive Artists Agency; they quit
thelr duay jobs st & special effecis
shop twe weals lster. More thar &
enillion peophe have downlssded Lhe
film. “Tt's been an smazing two-
month ride,” says Hunt. “We're
mseting the entire town.”

Everyone seems Lo love this
urmp_r{l'm-rmp{.hlhﬁi.hﬂ
Amerbcan Alrlines. The airline’s
pame and logo are on & jet that
makes un emergency anding in the
film. “We would have preferred
that they had made it o gensric or
fletitious airline instead of asing
ours,” says American spokesman
John Hotard, who said the com
pany plans Lo contaet the flm-
mskers. As for Hunt snd Brasi

| thary're ol towo worried. “This thing

has gotten much bigger than we in-
tended,”™ says Branit. As far as
they're concerned, there's still

something special im the air,
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‘RealityRun’
Makes Dash To
San Francisco
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co with a 1000 bosanty on vour head

Y i .|_|r|!|I HI'_IﬂJ 15 o eluside |.'.l|.'|rl.ll1' For
scven davy

Ihere's ome produlen, Yo have B0 wear 4
Irve mcraphone that broadoasts your maove
micrts Ive o the Inernel 24 houns o day
People across the globe are tracking vou
Profcssional bounty  buailers @e on yor
traal, ton

An existential mghtmare? YWell, yes. But
it's also “HealityRun,” the Infernct reality
show that became
an  internations
scrmabion when of
kunichied in Betlin
lasi month B a-
mves in han Fran-
clsen for its UlS
premiere Moy, 13

I-'q'u'ﬂ TTR LA
gated mavhem
and a media Frea
rv. DDummng tha
Berlin gama, the
“RealivBun™ Web
site reporied mong
thuis H50. 000 hatt a
Alexander Shora day, and newspa

pers and mdio st

thons across the country joined 16 the hunt

Hese are the basscs: Two Runners ane sel
bocse to survive on 100 m day and comiplete
daily “missions.” If they escape capture for
seven davs, they're $10000 richer. I they
don’t, the person finding them collects the
prize. Intermet fans who can® pusue the
Hunniers thermsehes can feed cluss 1o a
designated RealityHunter and sphi the mon
oy il ther tp load 1o & capdure

Helpful hints supplied by the “Heality-
Run® Web site (www realitvruncom) will
inchude I4hour bive audio, digital photo-
graphs taken by the Runnen and live Web
cam Jootage of Runners viating a seciel
“nest” fo rechange their cell phonses, which
supply the Intermet connection for theis
mactaphones

l magEne ol fe on e mim in San Francis
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Spccesshul Bunnes move on to the nexi
city i the yveulong "RealityRun™ World
Tour, of which %an Francisco & the first
stop. Finalists will converge in Mew York 1o
compete in the $100000 Mega-"Reality
Rurn™ Warkd Towr Finals on Sep. 10, 200]

HealitvRun” crestor Alexander Skom
says San Francsoo made sense as the LS
lawsnch point

It's anie of the few Amencan cities where
youl can get by withoul a car,” he says. The
W-pear-old German has setthed here for the
duration of the show . “You can do amything
by loot, bicvcle o public transporialion
And how many other places have so many

ptnpk' ising 1he lastermet ™
Starting tomorrow, those aspiring to be

HeabiryRun“ners or 4 RealityBabe

the person who coordinates the
Runmer hunt online = can subsmit
applcations io the “RealityRun”
site. Alm, San Franoscans ane
banned from becoming Runners
The fugitives can’t be famdliar with
the arca in which they compete
Prospective RealityBabes should be
mltibinegual so they can communs
cate with the game's international
tan hasc. The casting deadling s
Cigt 24 Finalists will be announced
in early November

Some changes have been made
fior the show's LIS, premiere: 1The
i has been cul fmom 24 10 seven
davs: there will be rwo Runmers in-
dead of one. Rumners muost nosw
complele three missions a day s
opposed 1o one; and RealityHuntens
will be drawn from a revohang cast
ol becal celebries

Look for “RealityRun®™ to bt TV
o well Skora recenth ugrlrd with
the William Mot Agency (o nego-
tiate Moith Amernican TV rghts, amd
an Argentine station will start its
own round-the-clock COVETARE

He™s sl considering having co
lebrities “visid the mest every night
blindinlded, when the Reality Run
nier coimics Lo recharge has battenes.”

Blindiolded celebriies. Balteny-
tueled fugitnoes Sumvivor”T  was
nothing compared to thas

E-ma! Neva Chonen af nchoninifiaf
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